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The Lake County Board is pledging $2.5 million in matching funds to help complete cleanup
efforts for Waukegan Harbor. Over the course of budget committee meetings, County Board
members crafted a resolution on the harbor that will be included in the board's 2007 budget,
scheduled for adoption on Tuesday. The resolution includes a harbor allocation of almost
$500,000 in the 2007 budget, along with a plan for additional funding over multiple years that
will eventually total $2.5 million. The plan was developed in response to a request from U.S.
Rep. Mark Kirk, R-Highland Park, asking the County Board to kick in $3 million toward the
project. Kirk said that under a matching-funds agreement, the federal government is committed
to paying $24 million of the estimated $36 million needed, leaving a local match of $12 million.
He said he believes that amount can be raised by the state, the county, Waukegan and from
industry around the harbor. County Administrator Barry Burton said Thursday he is confident the
budget, including the resolution, will be adopted Tuesday as recommended. "The board is on
board with it," he said.

  

The funding will come from a variety of sources, Burton said, and be available in time for all the
necessary federal match deadlines. Burton said the harbor is a regional issue, and that once
PCBs are removed, the Army Corps of Engineers will take over regular dredging to keep the
harbor open.

  

"This will help keep it open in perpetuity, not at our cost," Burton said of the future.

  

Cameron Davis, president of the Alliance for the Great Lakes, and former founding co-chair of
the Waukegan Citizens' Advisory Group, an organization formed in 1990 to press for cleanup,
said he was pleased with the County Board's actions.

  

"That's all we really need is the commitment," David said. "It's exactlywhat we want to see
happen."

  

The Alliance for the Great Lakes, formerly the Lake Michigan Federation, issued a public
statement Thursday in favor of the County Board's budget recommendation regarding the
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harbor, and also sent personal letters to members of the board. Davis noted the cleanup project
is three decades in the making.

  

Sediment sampling results returned 30 years ago, in January 1976, confirmed Waukegan
Harbor was highly contaminated with PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls). By 1987, the
U.S.-Canadian International Joint Commission had designated the harbor one of 42 Great
Lakes "Areas of Concern," and warned of the health risks to people who ate PCB-tainted fish
from its waters, Davis said.
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